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Abstract

Critical discourse analysis as a novel branch of human knowledge defines
discourse based on specific methods and frameworks. This model analyzes
language to reveal the hidden power relations and ideological processes in
linguistics. One of the basic theories in the field of critical discourse
analysis is the theory of practical discourse analysis method which is carried
out in discourse analysis of religious texts in five discursive, structural,
semantic, communicative and meta-discourse spheres. The present study
employed descriptive-analytical methodology to study governance ties in
the speech of Imam Ali (PBUH) through enlisting Practical Critical
Discourse Analysis Method. The result of the study revealed that the speech
of Imam Ali (PBUH) was charged by an extra-discursive, political and
psychological atmosphere. Also, Imam's speech was imbued with
aappealing diction and a special semantic characteristic that inspired the
school ideology of the Imam. This discourse was of course not oblivious to
intra-discourse connections, and traces of this intra-textual connection could
be detected in Imam's speech.

Keywords: Nahj al-Balagha, Governance Ties, PADAM, Semantic
Processing.
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1. Introduction

One of the most exemplary ruling periods throughout history is the
government of Imam Ali (PBUH). The richest extant literary texts
dedicated to the reconstruction of the religious government are related to
the era of his reign, which is collected in the great book of Nahj al-
Balagha. This religious book deals with many issues. One of them is
Imam Ali’s (PBUH) way of governance, particularly his ruling style
versus Muawiya's policies, which has been the focus of many studies.
Since the discourse of the Imam (PBUH) is derived from the prevailing
political and social conditions, on the one hand, and the discourse itself
plays a fundamental role in externalizing power relations, on the other
hand, critical discourse analysis is employed for discussion and further
examination.

2. Method: CDA and PADAM

Fairclough developed and expanded the theory of critical discourse
analysis as an efficient means of understanding texts and discourse. After
him, critical discourse analysis was divided into different branches and
theories and emerged in different dimensions. Critical discourse analysis
is an emerging branch that examines discourse and textual mechanisms
and discourse-oriented structures in the text by recruiting different
strategies. In critical discourse analysis, the fundamental hypothesis is
that discourse is a product of society and the external reality plays an
instrumental role in the formation of discourses (Phillips and Jorgensen,
2013: 111). Many approaches have been put forward in the field of
critical discourse analysis. Van Dyke, Fairclough and Laclau and
Mouffe's methodologies are among the most important of these methods,
each of which is armed with its own method and style in discourse
analysis. A method that has attracted a lot of attention in critical discourse
analysis, which has been selected for this quest, is Practical Discourse
Analysis Method or the PADAM model, which focuses mostly on
religious texts (Bashir, 2016: 195).

3. Theoretical framework: Reading Governance Ties

The components and ties of Amir al-Mu'minin’'s governance in Nahj al-
Balagha as a religious text are analyzed based on the model of PADAM at
the following five levels:

A. Discursive space: The first talking point raised in the practical critical
discourse analysis is the spatial, social and political atmosphere that
governs the discourse. The fundamental hypothesis is that the prevailing
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spatial and social space plays an important role in the production of
discourse and that of meaning. In PADAM, when talking about the
discourse space, concepts such as power, identity and sovereignty are
raised. The political atmosphere that prevailed during the era of Imam Ali
(PBUH) after the Prophet (PBUH) passed away, is influenced by concepts
such as caliphate and sovereignty. Where the rival discourse has created
such a discourse environment and seeks to assume the caliphate and rule
over the people, we can see two fronts in this discourse competition.

B. Structural space: This space is concerned with how the text appears,
which relies mainly on the language base. The structural space addresses
the rhetorical structure, a part of which concerns the way grammar is used
to make sentences and combine words. Certain political conditions
govern Imam Ali's speech. In the discourse confrontation with Muawiyah,
government and governance form the central core of the discourse and the
structural space of the discourse in the context of history is affected by the
type of view of government and governance at a specific time in which
the discourse occurs.

C. Semantic space: The ultimate goal in producing discourse is to create
meaning. In fact, discourses are the manifestation of the meaning that
humans find suitable for their living space, and in this view, language is a
means of creating meaning which seeks to create and recreate meaning
and reveal the appropriate living space at the core of the discourse (Anati,
2019: 154). The living environment of Imam Ali (PUBH) is undoubtedly
in conflict with that of Muawiya, as a result of which, we see a difference
in the discourse meanings of the two sides. In the semantic space, we are
faced with three components of inter-textual narrative, truth and reality,
hegemony and identity, each of which is somehow related to power and
governance.

D. Communicative space: in relation to humans, discourse is a
proposition that humans create as a result of being influenced by their
surroundings. By producing discourse, human seeks to change the world
outside. The religious identity of Imam Ali's discourse stems from the
monotheistic origin and his connection with the Prophet. Imam Ali
himself depicts this truth in a way that is clearly visible in the answers to
Muawiya's letters after the Battle of Jamal.

E. Meta-discourse space: This space outlines the conditions of power-
dominance for the emergence of different narrative discourses in different
periods. By discovering this meta-discourse space, it is possible to
understand different narratives and determine their meanings, orientations
and goals (Bashir, 1399: 111). It seems that the meta-discursive
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atmosphere of Imam (PBUH) in confrontation with Mu'awiyah is the
false allegation leveled by Mu'awiyah that Uthman has been murdered by
Imam Ali (PBUH), as a central issue from the beginning of Imam Ali’s
caliphate.

4. Conclusion

The confrontational discourses of Imam Ali (PBUH) and Muawiya
appeared in a period when the caliphate and governance had influenced
the atmosphere of the society. For this reason, the central core of their
discourse is affected by this space and also by the way the parties look at
governance in the context of language at that particular time. To
strengthen the central core of his discourse, Imam Ali (PBUH) uses the
Qur'an so that his discourse capacity has a monotheistic origin and is
related to Islamic principles based on justice and religiosity. As a matter
of fact, the linguistic structure of the speech of Imam (PBUH) is formed
with the centrality of monotheistic government and religion. PADAM
model in the analysis of this text shows that the discourse of conflict has
been discussed while power and hegemony in the field of discourse
conflict seeks to reverse the reality. As far as Muawiya's rule is
concerned, the character of Imam Ali (AS) has been oppositely reflected
in a bad light.
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