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Abstract

This study, based on the method of Dating, examines the origin and
evolution of the term "seven climates” in the narrations and other ancient
sources with two approaches of source and text, and a different view of the
historical origin of Dr Pakatchi’s view. Due to the uniqueness of the hadith,
the library-based approach did not help us much in solving the problem, and
with more emphasis on the text-based approach, we examined the sources
that dealt with the subject of seven climates in both general and specialized
geography. There are basically two main sources for dividing the land into
seven parts: the first seven Persian countries whose translation into Arabic
became popular with the term Sab'a al-Agalim and the second seven Greek
climates which were translated into Arabic in the late second and early third
centuries AH and were introduced into the Islamic texts. There is evidence
to suggest that the term ‘seven climates’ entered the popular culture of
Muslims from the East years before the translation of the works of Ptolemy
and other Greek scholars, due to cultural-political-commercial relations
between Iran and Islam, through Kufa—the center of Imam Ali’s (AS)
Government -and in writings such as Persian zijs, and especially the
familiarity of people like Ibn Mugaffa with the Arabic language and bring to
mind the Persian discourse for the audience of the words of Amir al-
Mu'minin (AS).
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1. Introduction

Nahj ul-balagha is a collection of speeches, letters and words of Amir ul-
Mu'minin (AS), which was compiled by a prominent scientific, political
and literary figure, and with a special rhetorical selection. There is no
doubt or ambiguity about the overall validity of the book and its
attribution to Imam Ali (a.s.) because the efforts of researchers to prove
the validity and collect the documents of Nahj ul-Balagha have ruled out
the possibility that it was issued by Seyyed Razi, Seyyed Morteza or
another person. However, for several reasons, including the compilation
by non-innocent people, the passage of years, copying, etc., there is a
possibility of errors, slips, confusion, transliteration, and some other
damages to the hadith and text. In this article, a phrase from Nahj ul-
Balaghah was examined in order to measure its authenticity and
attribution to Imam (a.s.) from the perspective of dating.

2. Statement of the Problem

In sermon 224 of Nahj ul-Balagha, Ali (AS) used a term similar to which
we do not see except in one case among the traditions of the infallibles
(AS):

"By God, if they give me the seven climates with what is under the
skies, so that | disobey God by unfairly taking barley bran from an ant, |
will not do so."”

Regarding the use of the term ‘seven climates’ in the speech of Ali

(AS), Dr. Ahmad Paktachi has raised a doubt. The text of his writing is as
follows:
In terms of the use of the word in Islamic texts, it must be stated that this
term has been clearly used from the end of the second century, but finding
examples that can show an older use is facing a serious difficulty.
However, with the beginning of the translation movement at the end of
the 2nd century AH and the beginning of the 3rd century AH, Ptolemy's
works were also translated into Arabic.

3. Conclusion

After dating and validating the term "Seven Climates" with two sources
and text approaches, the following results were obtained: a complete
document from Sadug and an incomplete document from the tribe of lbn
Juzi with unknown and weak narrators, were not sufficient and
appropriate for document dating of the sermon. Regarding the first
source, it was not possible to measure its validity or lack of validity.
Therefore, the only path ahead of us was a text-based approach and
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research on the evolution of the meaning of "Seven Climates" throughout
history.

The text of the sermon is old and contains words and expressions that
were common in the era of the Prophet (PBUH). The goal was to
determine if the concept of ‘seven climates’ was common and
understandable in the discourse of Imam Ali (a.s.). To answer this key
research question, we searched the historical evolution of the term "seven
climates™ and its uses among sources, in two general categories (general
sources and specialized sources of geography) and as we discussed earlier
in the meaning and application of seven climates, it became clear that
there are two main sources for dividing the earth into seven parts: first,
the seven Persian countries, whose translation became popular as seven
climates and explained the connection of each part of the earth with the
stars and planets, and was used by the sultans to know and access the
boundaries of their government, and secondly, seven Greek words
invented and used by Greek philosophers and astronomers, which were
translated into Arabic at the end of the second century of Hijri and the
beginning of the third century and found their way into Islamic texts.
Finally, with numerous reasons and pieces of evidence, we proved that
earlier use of the seven climates or regions has the same meaning and
interpretation as its Persian equivalnet, as used by the ordinary people in
Iran for many years and entered the Islamic culture through the close
communication between Muslims, especially with the Kufis. The
perception of the audience of the speech of Amir (AS) about the seven
climates and climates, before the introduction of its Greek discourse,
which emerged based on the measurements and astronomical calculations
of Greek sages, was in line with its Eastern perception in many
applications.

For example, a general and non-religious book by Ibn Mugafa (106-
142 AH) in the beginning of the second century shows that the term
“seven climates” was known and understandable in the mind of the
general audience at the beginning of the second century (After Hijrat).
Even with the possibility of the rejection or subjectivity of the hadith of
Imam Sadiqg (a.s.) in Khasal, or its isolated citation, Dr. Paktachi's claim
that the term seven climates” entered the Arabic language after the
translation of Greek books, including Ptolemy's al-Majisti, which dates
back to the end of the 2nd and the beginning of the 3rd century AH, is
rejected.

In fact, after the spread of topics such as written Persian zij and oriental
astronomy to the Islamic world, the term “seven climates” entered the
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public culture of Muslims before the introduction of Greek astrology and
due to the multilateral relations between them, especially in Kufa, the
center of Imam Ali's caliphate (a.s.), and the familiarity of people like Ibn
Mugafa with the Arabic language, and it can be assumed that Imam Ali
(PBUH) used Persian mythological language in his allegory, whose entry
into the Arab world is older than the Greek sciences and the works of
Ptolemy.
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