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Abstract

Critical discourse analysis is an interdisciplinary branch of linguistics that
emphasizes the reproduction of social and political power through texts and
dialogues, and that studies language for social scientific purposes regarding
ideology, power, history, and society at the level of text. Since the critical method
considers power relations, it tends to be associated with a kind of social
transformation instruction that results from discourse and worldview, and it
investigates the hidden power relations and political, cultural, and ideological
processes in the text with a critical view through rhetoric, syntax, situational and
intertextual and context, and demonstrates discourse contrasts. Shagshaqiya Sermon
is considered an interesting critical discourse considering its important historical
points on caliphate and Bay'ah (allegiance). The present study addresses the
discourse analysis of Shagshagiya Sermon on three levels of description,
interpretation and explanation with a descriptive-analytical approach and based on
Norman Fairclough's critical discourse model in order to discover how Ali (AS)
criticized the performance of the caliphs and the way he criticized the deviations and
sufferings of the Islamic society after the demise of the Messenger of God and also
how to demonstrate the public allegiance of the people to Imam in the form of the
aforementioned theory and to reveal the relationship between power and ideology in
the mentioned discourse. The research results suggest that at the level of description,
using the collocation of opposite and synonymous words, figures of speech, speech
acts, emphatic declarative sentences, short sentences, and lexical links, Imam tries to
show the contrast between the justice-seeking Alavi discourse and the rival
discourse. At the level of interpretation, by direct and indirect application of the
Quranic verses, he tries to explain his knowledge and awareness and his disinterest
in the unjust caliphate, and express the vile traits of violators (Nakethin), deviators
(Ghasetin), and apostates (Mareghin). At the level of explanation, in addition to
preventing the deviant ideology from coming to power again, Ali (AS) tries to
provide the ground for the reproduction of authentic Islamic discourse by explaining
the historical issues of the caliphate.
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1. Theoretical Framework

Fairclough considers critical discourse analysis as the analysis of the
relationship between the text and different levels of the social context.
On this basis, he proposes three dimensions of critical discourse analysis:
1. Description (analysis of the formal features of the text), 2.
Interpretation (analysis of the discursive action in the processes of text
production and consumption), 3. Explanation (analysis of the sociology
of social action). The first level of critical discourse analysis is
description, in which the formal features of the text are described in three
areas: lexical, syntactic, and textual structure. The second level of critical
discourse analysis is interpretation. Interpretations are a combination of
the contents of the text and the mentality of the interpreter. Interpretation
includes situational context and textual context of the discourse.
Discourse participants interpret the situational context according to
external clues and also based on aspects of their background knowledge.
Intertextuality is the tendency of texts to refer to each other and their
formation through this mutual reference. Intertextual analysis shows that
texts depend on history and society. The third level of critical discourse
analysis is the explanation level. At this level of critical discourse, the
relationship among ideology, power, and social identities is investigated.
According to Van Dijk, ideology and power are the foundations of
critical discourse. According to Fairclough, ideology is a tool for creating
and maintaining power relations in society and flows through language in
social institutions. Fairclough's focus is on the relationship between
language and power and how language is used for domination of some
over others as meaning serves power.

2. Method

The present study seeks to examine Shagshagiya Sermon with a
descriptive-analytical approach based on Norman Fairclough's critical
discourse model on three levels of description, interpretation and
explanation in order to discover how Ali (AS) criticized the performance
of the caliphs and the way he criticized the deviations and sufferings of
the Islamic society after the demise of the Messenger of God and also
how to demonstrate the public allegiance of the people to Imam in the
form of the aforementioned theory and to reveal the relationship between
power and ideology in the mentioned discourse. For this purpose, the
sentences and expressions of Imam Ali (AS) will be extracted from
Shagshagiya Sermon and analyzed citing sources and based on
Fairclough's discourse levels.
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3. Conclusion

1. At the level of description, using lingual forms such as collocation and
colligation of opposite and synonymous words and creation of opposition
between sentences, as well as using figures of speech, Imam depicts a
comprehensive and tangible picture of the deviations of the Islamic
society after the demise of the Messenger of God and puts the audience
in the emotional atmosphere of the text. For example, Imam reveals the
reason for his silence against the prevailing unjust discourse using a
metaphor and tries to remind people of his competencies in order to point
out the contrast between the power of his discourse and the rival's
discourse and the deep difference between the two ideologies. The high
frequency of metaphors and irony in this sermon along with decisive
sentences has caused this short sermon to be considered a literary
masterpiece. At the grammatical level of the text, by using active verbs
and a few passive verbs whose subjects are specified in previous
sentences, he directly targets the main actors and agents of usurping the
caliphate. Verbal sentences with a high frequency and after that, nominal
sentences whose predicates are of the verbal sentence type indicate
actions bound to a specific time, which often reveal the disobedience of
the rival's discourse and the effort of the Alavi discourse to maintain
integration of the Islamic society. Using past tense and short declarative
sentences, Imam tries to expose various rebellions and breaches of
agreements that have occurred on the part of the rival's discourses. By
creating lexical links through the conjunction Lola (except for),
pronouns, especially third and first person pronouns, as well as creating a
contrast between third and second person pronouns with the first person
pronoun and repeating the derivatives of the word patience (Sabr), while
creating coherence among components of the text, Imam expresses his
dissatisfaction with the rule of deviant ideology and denies the
accusations made against him by some people. 2. At the level of
interpretation, what highlights the place of Shagshagiya Sermon is the
expression of its specific content in the special spiritual conditions of
Imam and his critical and decisive position in relation to this content. In
the intertextual context, Imam tries to explain his knowledge and
awareness, his disinterest in the unjust caliphate, and express the vile
traits of violators (Nakethin), deviators (Ghasetin), and apostates
(Mareghin), such as the desire to seek superiority, corruption, and
infatuation with the world's splendors. 3. At the level of explanation, by
explaining the historical issues of the caliphate in the form of a critical
discourse for the audience, Ali (AS) seeks to eliminate the power of



118 Analysis of Shagshagiya Sermon by ... Zoodranj & Arbati Moghadam

gluttonous oppressors from the social structure and reproduce and replace
the discourse against it. In the course of the conflict between ideological
discourses and social combat with normalized deviant ideologies, Imam
tries to preserve his justice-oriented discourse and alleviate and eliminate
deviant discourses.
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